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cavalry* had attacked an aeroplane station south of
La Ferte Milon, just as the line of cars of Army Head-
quarters was approaching the scene of the action. All
the members of the Staff seized rifles, carbines, and
revolvers, so as to ward off a possible advance of the
French cavalrymen, and extended out and lay down,
forming a long firing-line. The dusky red and clouded
evening sky shed a weird light on this quaint little
fighting force. The thunder of the artillery of the IX.
and IV. Corps boomed and roared defiantly, asd the
gigantic flashes of the heavy guns lit up the deep
shadows of the approaching night. In the meantime,
the French squadrons had been apparently shot down,
dispersed, or captured by troops of the IX. or another
Corps.f These bold horsemen had missed a goodly
prize!

The Army Operation Order for the 9th September,
issued from La Ferte Milon late in the evening of the
8th, stated that the First Army had maintained its
position on the whole front from Cuvergnon, north of
Betz-Antilly, to the Marne salient at Congis; also that
enemy reserves were reported south and west of Crepy-
en-Valois. A decision would be arrived at* on the
morrow by the enveloping attack of General von Quast
with the IX. Corps and the 6th Infantry and 4th
Cavalry Divisions from the wooded country north of
Cuvergnon. The Infantry Brigade of Von Lepel was
to press forward from Verberie towards Baron, west

* This was Gironde's squadron of the 22nd Dragoons in the raid
of the 5th Cavalry Division led by General Cornulier-Liiciniere,
(See " Le Eole de la Cavalerie Frangaise a Faile gauche de la pre-
miere bataille de la Marne," by J. Hethay.)

f There was only one squadron. It lost 2 officers and 25 men
(vide Etethay, quoted above).